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Location: Middle East, peninsula bordering the 

Persian Gulf and Saudi Arabia 

Geographic Coordinates: 25 30 N, 51 15 E 

Map References: Middle East 

Area - Comparative: slightly smaller than 

Connecticut 

Terrain: mostly flat and barren desert covered with 

loose sand and gravel 

Elevation Extremes(M): lowest point: Persian Gulf 

0 m ; highest point: Tuwayyir al Hamir 103 m 

Capital: Doha 

Official language: Arabic 

Population: 2,314,307 (July 2017 est.) 

Government: absolute monarchy 

Establishment 3 September 1971 (from the UK) 

National or Regional Currency: Riyal (QAR) 

 

Area: 

total: 11,586 sq km 

land: 11,586 sq km 

water: 0 sq km 



Land Boundaries(Km): total: 87 km ; border countries: Saudi Arabia 87 km 

Coastline: 563 km 

Maritime Claims: territorial sea: 12 nm ; contiguous zone: 24 nm ; exclusive economic zone: 

as determined by bilateral agreements or the median line 

Geography - Note: strategic location in central Persian Gulf near major petroleum deposits1 

History 

Ruled by the Al Thani family since the mid-1800s, Qatar within the last 60 years transformed itself 

from a poor British protectorate noted mainly for pearling into an independent state with 

significant oil and natural gas revenues. The continuous siphoning off of petroleum revenue 

through the mid-1990s by Qatari amirs permanently residing in Europe had stunted Qatar’s 

economic growth. Former amir HAMAD bin Khalifa Al Thani, who overthrew his father in a 

bloodless coup in 1995, ushered in wide-sweeping political and media reforms, unprecedented 

economic investment, and a growing Qatari regional leadership role, in part through the creation 

of the pan-Arab satellite news network Al-Jazeera and Qatar's mediation of some regional 

conflicts. In the 2000s, Qatar resolved its longstanding border disputes with both Bahrain and 

Saudi Arabia and by 2007 had attained the highest per capita income in the world. Qatar did not 

experience domestic unrest or violence like that seen in other Near Eastern and North African 

countries in 2010-11, due in part to its immense wealth. In mid-2013, HAMAD peacefully 

abdicated, transferring power to his son, the current Amir TAMIM bin Hamad. TAMIM remains 

popular with the Qatari public, having prioritized improving the domestic welfare of Qataris, 

including establishing advanced healthcare and education systems and expanding the country's 

infrastructure in anticipation of Doha's hosting of the 2022 World Cup. 

Recently, Qatar’s relationships with its neighbors have been tense at times. Following the outbreak 

of regional unrest in 2011, Doha prided itself on its support for many popular revolutions, 

particularly in Libya and Syria. This stance was to the detriment of Qatar’s relations with Bahrain, 

Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), which temporarily recalled their respective 

ambassadors from Doha in March 2014. TAMIM later oversaw a warming of Qatar’s relations 

with Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE in November 2014 following Kuwaiti mediation and 

signing of the Riyadh Agreement. In June 2017, however, the Quartet — Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi 

Arabia, and the UAE — cut diplomatic and economic ties with Qatar in response to alleged 

violations of the agreement.2 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.economywatch.com/economic-statistics/qatar/Geography/ 
2 https://www.indexmundi.com/qatar/background.html 
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Government  

Country name: State of Qatar 

Government 

type: 

absolute monarchy 

Capital:  Doha 

Administrative 

divisions:  

8 municipalities (baladiyat, singular - baladiyah); Ad Dawhah, Al Khawr 

wa adh Dhakhirah, Al Wakrah, Ar Rayyan, Ash Shamal, Ash Shihaniyah, 

Az Za'ayin, Umm Salal 

Independence: 3 September 1971 (from the UK) 

National 

holiday: 

National Day, 18 December (1878), anniversary of Al Thani family 

accession to the throne; Independence Day, 3 September (1971) 

Constitution:  history: previous 1972 (provisional); latest drafted 2 July 2002, approved 

by referendum 29 April 2003, endorsed 8 June 2004, effective 9 June 2005 

Legal system: mixed legal system of civil law and Islamic law (in family and personal 

matters) 

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal 

Executive 

branch: 

chief of state: Amir TAMIM bin Hamad Al Thani (since 25 June 2013) 

head of government: Prime Minister ABDALLAH bin Nasir bin Khalifa 

Al Thani (since 26 June 2013); Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad bin 

Abdallah al-MAHMUD (since 20 September 2011) 

cabinet: Council of Ministers appointed by the amir 

elections/appointments: the monarchy is hereditary; prime minister and 

deputy prime minister appointed by the amir 

Legislative 

branch: 

description: unicameral Advisory Council or Majlis al-Shura (35 seats; 

members appointed by the monarch) 

note: the 2003 constitution calls for a 45-member council with 30 members 

directly elected by popular vote for 4-year re-electable terms and 15 

appointed by the monarch to serve until resignation or until relieved; 

election for the new Council was initially scheduled for 2007 but has been 

extended several times, the latest to June 2019 

Judicial 

branch: 

highest court(s): Supreme Court or Court of Cassation (consists of the 

court president and several judges); Supreme Constitutional Court (consists 

of the chief justice and 6 members) 

judge selection and term of office: Supreme Court judges nominated by 

the Supreme Judiciary Council, a 9-member independent body consisting 

of judiciary heads appointed by the Amir; judges appointed for 3-year 

renewable terms; Supreme Constitutional Court members nominated by the 

Supreme Judiciary Council and appointed by the monarch; term of 

appointment NA 

subordinate courts: Courts of Appeal; Administrative Court; courts of 

first instance; sharia courts; Courts of Justice; Qatar International Court and 

Dispute Resolution Center, established in 2009, provides dispute resolution 

services for institutions and bodies in Qatar, as well as internationally 

Source: https://www.indexmundi.com/qatar/government_profile.html 
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International Human Development Trend  

Human Development Index    

 

Year value 

2010 0.825 

2012 0.844 

2014 0.853 

2015 0.854 

2016 0.855 

2017 0.856 

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf 

Human Development Indicators 

Health 

Indicator value 

Expenditure on health, public (% of GDP)(%)2015 3.1 

Under-five morality (per 1,000 live birth) 2016 8.5 

Life expectancy at birth 2017 78.3 

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf  

 

 

Education 

Indicator  Value 

Government expenditure on education (% 

of GDP) (%) 2012-2017 

3.6 

Primary school dropout rates (% of 

primary school cohort) 2007-2016 

1.5 

Expected Years of Schooling (of children) 

2017 

13.4 

Adult literacy rate, both sexes (% aged 15 

and above) 

97.7 

Mean years of schooling (of adults) (years) 9.8 

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf  
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Economy - overview:  

Qatar’s oil and natural gas resources are the country’s main economic engine and government 

revenue source, driving Qatar’s high economic growth and per capita income levels, robust state 

spending on public entitlements, and booming construction spending, particularly as Qatar 

prepares to host the World Cup in 2022. Although the government has maintained high capital 

spending levels for ongoing infrastructure projects, low oil and natural gas prices in recent years 

have led the Qatari Government to tighten some spending to help stem Abudget deficit in 2017 

of 8.1% of GDP. 

 

Qatar’s reliance on oil and natural gas is likely to persist for the foreseeable future. Proved natural 

gas reserves exceed 25 trillion cubic meters - 13% of the world total and, among countries, third 

largest in the world. Proved oil reserves exceed 25 billion barrels, allowing production to continue 

at current levels for about 56 years. Despite the dominance of oil and natural gas, Qatar has made 

significant gains in strengthening non-oil sectors, such as manufacturing, construction, and 

financial services, leading non-oil GDP to steadily rise in recent years to just over half the total.3 

 

GDP Last Previous Range Unit Referenc

e 

Frequenc

y 

GDP 168 152 0.3:206 USD 

Billion 

Dec/17 Yearly 

GDP Annual 

Growth Rate 

0.3 3.5 -23.2:14.4 % Dec/18 Quarterly 

GDP PER CAPITA 65696 66411 60460:72671 USD Dec/17 Yearly 

GDP PER CAPITA 

PPP 

65696 66411 60460:72671 USD Dec/17 Yearly 

Labor Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

POPULATION 2.67 2.64 0.05:2.67 Million Dec/18 Yearly 

UNEMPLOYMEN

T RATE 

0.1 0.1 0.1:3.9 % Dec/18 Quarterly 

Prices Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

INFLATION RATE -1.3 -1.6 -9.96:16.59 % Mar/19 Monthly 

Money Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

INTEREST RATE 5 5 1.53:5.85 % Mar/19 Daily 

Trade Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

BALANCE OF 

TRADE 

13800 15838 4795:98671 QAR 

Billion 

Feb/19 Monthly 

CURRENT 

ACCOUNT 

16435 15732 -8942:66727 QAR 

Billion 

Dec/18 Quarterly 

                                                           
3 https://www.indexmundi.com/qatar/economy_overview.html 
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CURRENT 

ACCOUNT TO 

GDP 

3.8 -5.5 -31:107 % Dec/17 Yearly 

EXPORTS 22260 24663 10709:12426

5 

QAR 

Million 

Feb/19 Monthly 

IMPORTS 8492 8825 3911:28435 QAR 

Million 

Feb/19 Monthly 

Government Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

GOVERNMENT 

DEBT TO GDP 

54.4 56.5 8.9:74.4 % Dec/17 Yearly 

GOVERNMENT 

BUDGET 

-6.6 -9.2 -9.2:16.4 % of 

GDP 

Dec/17 Yearly 

CREDIT RATING 87.42     Monthly 

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/Qatar/indicators 

GDP 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Qatar was worth 167.61 billion US dollars in 2017. The 

GDP value of Qatar represents 0.27 percent of the world economy. GDP in Qatar averaged 42.81 

USD Billion from 1970 until 2017, reaching an all time high of 206.22 USD Billion in 2014 and 

a record low of 0.30 USD Billion in 1970.4 

 

GDP Annual Growth Rate 

The gross domestic product of Qatar expanded by 0.3 percent year-on-year in the fourth quarter of 

2018, following a downwardly revised 1.8 percent advance in the previous quarter. It was the 

weakest pace of expansion since the third quarter of 2009, when the GDP contracted by 15.3 

percent. Positive contributions to growth came from construction (7.2 percent); financial & 

insurance activities (3.9 percent); public administration; compulsory social security (3.0 percent); 

                                                           
4 https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/gdp 
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real estate activities (2.8 percent); and professional, scientific & technical activities; administrative 

& support activities (0.9 percent).On the other hand, negative growth was recorded from mining 

& quarrying (-2.0 percent); manufacturing (-1.7 percent); and wholesale & retail trade; repair of 

motor vehicles & motorcycles (-0.2 percent). On a quarterly basis, the economy shrank 1.2 percent, 

after a downwardly revised 3.5 percent growth in Q3. GDP Annual Growth Rate in Qatar averaged 

6.49 percent from 2009 until 2018, reaching an all time high of 32.90 percent in the first quarter 

of 2010 and a record low of -15.30 percent in the second quarter of 2009.5 

 

GDP per Capita 

The Gross Domestic Product per capita in Qatar was last recorded at 65696.39 US dollars in 2017. 

The GDP per Capita in Qatar is equivalent to 520 percent of the world's average. GDP per capita 

in Qatar averaged 65959.06 USD from 2000 until 2017, reaching an all time high of 72671 USD 

in 2011 and a record low of 60460.40 USD in 2003.6 

                                                           
5 https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/gdp-growth-annual 
6 https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/gdp-per-capita 
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Government Budget 

Qatar recorded a Government Budget deficit equal to 6.60 percent of the country's Gross 

Domestic Product in 2017. Government Budget in Qatar averaged 7.12 percent of GDP from 

2001 until 2017, reaching an all time high of 16.40 percent of GDP in 2004 and a record low of -

9.20 percent of GDP in 2016.7 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/government-budget 

https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/government-budget


Foreign Trade Evaluation 

Trade Last Previous Highest  Lowest Unit 

Balance of Trade 

 

13800.00 15838.00 98671.00 4795.00 QAR 

Million 

Current Account 16435.00 15732.00 66727.00 -8942.00 QAR 

Million 

Current Account to GDP 3.80 -5.50 106.80 -31.00 percent 

Exports 22260.00 24663.00 124265.00 10709.00 QAR 

Million 

Imports 8492.00 8825.00 28435.00 3911.00 QAR 

Million 

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/imports 

 

Balance of Trade 

The trade surplus in Qatar decreased to QAR 13.77 billion in February of 2019 from QAR 14.03 

billion in the corresponding month of the previous year, as exports declined 0.5 percent to QAR 

22.26 billion, dragged down by lower sales of crude petroleum oils & oils obtained from 

bituminous minerals (-14.3%) and not crude petroleum oils & oils obtained from bituminous 

minerals (-15.1%). Meanwhile, shipments of petroleum gases and other gaseous hydrocarbons 

increased 6%. Among top export partners, exports fell to South Korea (-7.7%) and India (-25.5%), 

but rose to Japan (9.3%), China (22.1%) and Singapore (30.1%). Meanwhile, imports went up 1.9 

percent to QAR 8.49 billion, due mainly to purchases of parts of balloons; parts of aircraft & 

spacecraft (71.4%). On the other hand, vehicles imports dropped 35.9%. Imports rose from China 

(27.1%), the US (3.7%), Germany (94.8%) and the UK (24.7%), but were down from India (-

25.3%). Balance of Trade in Qatar averaged 24526.60 QAR Million from 2004 until 2019, 

reaching an all time high of 98671 QAR Million in August of 2012 and a record low of 4795 QAR 

Million in April of 2016.8 
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Exports and Imports 

Exports from Qatar declined 0.5 percent year-on-year to QAR 22.26 billion in February, dragged 

down by lower sales of crude petroleum oils & oils obtained from bituminous minerals (-14.3%) 

and not crude petroleum oils & oils obtained from bituminous minerals (-15.1%). Meanwhile, 

increases were recorded in shipments of petroleum gases and other gaseous hydrocarbons (6.0%). 

Among top export partners, exports fell to South Korea (-7.7%) and India (-25.5%), but rose to 

Japan (9.3%), China (22.1%) and Singapore (30.1%). Exports in Qatar averaged 35938.52 QAR 

Million from 2004 until 2019, reaching an all time high of 124265 QAR Million in February of 

2012 and a record low of 10709 QAR Million in December of 2016.9 

 

                                                           
9 https://tradingeconomics.com/qatar/exports 
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Imports to Qatar went up 1.9 percent year-on-year to QAR 8.49 billion in February, due mainly to 

purchases of parts of balloons; parts of aircraft & spacecraft (71.4%). On the other hand, imports 

dropped for vehicles (-35.9%). Imports rose from China (27.1%), the US (3.7%), Germany 

(94.8%) and the UK (24.7%), but dropped from India (-25.3%). Imports in Qatar averaged 

11494.50 QAR Million from 2004 until 2019, reaching an all time high of 28435 QAR Million in 

February of 2012 and a record low of 3911 QAR Million in August of 2004.10 
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Tariffs and imports: Summary and duty ranges  

 

 



 

 

Source: WTO, ITC, UNCTAD, “World Tariff Profiles 2017”, Printed in Switzerland, Page:143. 

Trade Profile 2017 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Extracted from: World Trade Organization (WTO), “Trade Profiles 2017”, page.290-291 

  



Qatar Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
www.qatarchamber.com  

H.E. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin Mohammed Al Thani 
Address: P.O BOX : 402 Doha , Qatar. 

Tel: +974 – 44559111 
Fax: +974 – 44661693 | +974 – 44661697 

info@qcci.org  
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